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Status 

1 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 18 October 2004 . 
2a)\J This action is FINAL. 2b)H This action is non-final. 

3) 0 Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1 935 CD. 11 , 453 o.G. 213. 
Disposition of Claims 

4) IEI Claim(s) 1-13 Is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) 1-6 arid 12 Is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) ISI Claim(s)7,17ancL13 is/are rejected. 

7) KI Claim(s) 8i/0 is/are objected to. 

8) n Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) n The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)0 The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)^ accepted or bjD objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a) 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1 121(d) 
1 1 )□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner, Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-1 52. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9 

12)n Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(a)-(d) or (f) 
a)n All b)n Some * 0)0 None of: 

1 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received In Application No. 

3. n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17-2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This office action is in response to tke Communication ty applicant of October 18, 
2004, noting tkat claim 13 was to te examined re tke Petition decision (of June 18, 2004). 

2. Now pending in tke case are claims 7- 1 1 (tke elected claim), claim 13 (a linking claim) 
and claims 1-6 and 12 (witkdrawn restricted out claims). Tke claims were last amended on 
August 3, 2004. 

3 . Tke indicated allowability of claims 7 and 1 1 is witkdrawn in view of tke newly discovered 
reference(s) to WO 99/55465. Rejections based on tke newly cited reference(s) folic 



low. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. Tke foUowing is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) wkick forms tke basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forlk in tkis Office action: 

(a) A patent may not Le ottained though tlie invention is not identically disclosed or descrited as set fortk in 
section 102 o{ this title, if the differences hetween the suhject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the sul,ject matter as a whole would have teen ohvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordmary sfcili in the art to which said suhject matter pertains. Patentahility shall not te negatived hy the 
manner m which the invention was made. 

5. Tkis application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of tke 
claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), tke examiner presumes tkat tke subject matter of tke various 
claims was commonly owned at tke time any inventions covered tkerein were made absent any 
evidence to tke contrary. Applicant is advised of tke obkgation under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out 
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tke inventor and invention dates of eack claim that was not commonly owned at tke time a later 
invention was made in order for tke examiner to consider tke applicakility of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) 
and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 
6. Claims 7, 11 and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as keing unpatentakle over 
WO 99/55465 (kereinafter '465). 

Claim 7: '465 teackes a metkod for supplying coating products to at least one spraying 
device. Figures 1-3 and page 1 (tke spray kottles). By spraying tke device would atomize tke 
coating products, ky tke nature of spraying. Tke spraying device would ke part of a spraying 
"installation" since tke spray device or devices would ke an apparatus used for spraying. Tke 
supply metkod includes displacing at least one principal tank (container 36 forms a "tank" for 
kolding liquid) up to tke vicinity of a secondary tank (dispenser 12 kas a kquid containing area 
20, a "tank" area, for kolding kquid). See figures 2-3 and page 8, line 10 tkrougk page 9, line 
23 (note tke movement of tke container 36 closer to tke spray kottle from figure 2 to figure 3 ky 
lifting and pouring). Tkis secondary tank is intended for use witk an atomizer (spraykead 22). 
Figure 2 and page 8, lines 12-16. Tke coating product is transferred from tke principal tank 
towards tke secondary tank after tke displacing step. Figure 3 and page 9, lines 14-23. Tke 
atomizer is connected to tke secondary tank. Page 8, lines 12-16 and figures 2-3 (tkrougk 
downtuke 24). 

Claim 11: as skown ky '465 multiple spray devices can ke used. See figure 1. 
Claim 13: '465 also teackes a device for supplying coating products to at least one 
spraying device. Figures 1-3 and page 1 (tke spray kottles). By spraying tke device would atomize 
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tke coating products, ky tke nature of spraying. Tke spraying device would ke part of a spraying 
"installation" since tke spray device or devices would ke an apparatus used for spraying. Tke 
supply metkod includes means for displacing at least one principal tank (container 36 forms a 
"tank" for kolding liquid) up to tke vicinity of a secondary tank (dispenser 12 kas a liquid 
containing area 20, a "tank" area, for kolding kquid) ky kand movement as skown. See figures 
2-3 and page 8, line 10 tkrougk page 9, line 23. Tke means for displacing can also ke ky placing 
tke principal tank (from containers 38, 40, 42) on a wkeeled cart to ke moved to a dispensing 
location, wkick at least partially moves it tke dispenser 12 witk its secondary tank area 22. See 
figure 1 and page 13, lines 10-15. Tkis secondary tank is intended for use witk an atomizer 
(spraykead 22). Figure 2 and page 8, lines 12-16. Means are provided for transferring tke 
coating product is from tke principal tank towards tke secondary tank after tke displacing step, 
figure 3 and page 9, knes 14-23 (ky pouring) or figure 1 and page 11, lines 10-22 (tkrougk tutes 
50). Means are provided for supplying atomizer witk coating product from tke secondary tank. 
Figure 2 and page 8, lines 12-16 (tkrougk downtuke 24). 

'465 teackes aU tke features of tkese claims except (1) specificaHy supplying tke atomizer 
witk coating products (claim 7), (2) tkat tke principal tank contains enougk coating to supply 
different atomizers witk enougk coating to spray an okject (claim 11) and (3) means precisely as 
descriked in tke specification (claim 13). 

However, it would kave keen okvious to one of ordinary skill in tke art at tke time tke 
invention was made to modify '465 to (1) supply tke atomizer witk tke coating products 
introduced into tke secondary tank kecause '465 teackes a spray device witk a spraykead 22 
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connected to a secondary tank 20 ty means of a downtute 24 and tkat it is desired to use tke 
spray device to spray coating material from tke secondary tank. As a result, it would ke desired to 
supply tke atomizer (spraykead 22) witk tke coating material from tke secondary tank 20 so tkat 
spraying can actually occur. It would furtker kave keen okvious^to modify '465 to provide tkat 
tke principal tank can supply multiple spray devices witk enougk coating to coat a single okject ky 
optimizing tke size of tke principal tank and tke amount of coating inside, kecause '465 indicates 
tkat multiple spray devices can ke filled using tke spray mixture from tke principal tank and tkere 
is no limitation on tke size of tke okject to ke sprayed and also indicates tke desire to fiU witk an 
amount for minimal refil|(page 13, lines 1-10), tkus suggesting to one of ordinary skill in tke art 
to provide enougk material to a spray kottle to cover tke size of an okject as desired. As to claim 
13, it is tke Examiner's understanding tkat tkis "means" language indicates tke use o f "means 
plus function" language as in 35 USC 112, 6"' paragrapk. Tkis indicates tkat tke "means- 
claimed is tkat descriked in tke specification or its equivalents. Tkus, as to tke claimed "means" 
it would furtker kave keen okvious to modify '465 to provide tke equivalent "means for 
displacing" of tke principal tank of appkcant (page 3 of tke specification, a conveyor) ky providing 
tke principal tank on tke wkeeled cart, wkick would act as a conveyor; or ky moving tke tank ky 
kand motion wkick would provide an identical movement of tke tank. As to tke "means for 
transferring" of appkcant, page 8 descrikes a "coupling means" tkat allows transfer, it would ke 
suggested tkat tke transfer means '465 (tke tukes 50) would ke an equivalent means, since tke 
tukes also connect tke two principal tanks. As to tke "means for supplying tke atomizer", it 
appears tkat tkis means connecting tke atomizer to tke secondary tank so tkat coating can 
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transfer (from applicant's specification), and it would he suggested tkat tke downtute 24 of '465 
would fce equivalent to tkis, since a connection to tke spraykead 22 and tke tank 20 is provided 
ty tkis downtuke. 



Allowahle Subject Matter 
7. Claims 8-10 are okjected to as teing dependent upon a rejected Lase claim, tut would te 
allowatle if rewritten in independent form including all of tke kmitations of tke kase claim and 
any intervening claims. 

'465 does not teack or suggest tke use of tke roLot system as claimed. 

E/ectton/Restricttons 

8. As to tke witkdrawn claims 1-6 and 12, tkese claims will not te rejoined, and tke 
restriction requirement is maintained, as "linking claim" 13 kas not te found allowatle. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning tkis communication or earlier communications from tke 
examiner skould ke directed to Katkerine A. Bareford wkose telepkone numter is (571) 272- 
1413. Tke examiner can normally te reacted on M-F(6:30-4:00) witk tke First Friday Off. 

If attempts to reack tke examiner ty teleptone are unsuccessful, tke examiner's 
supervisor, Skrive P. Beck can ke reacked on (571) 272-1415. Tke fax pkone numters for tke 
organization wkere tkis application or proceeding is assigned are (703) 872-9306 for regular 
communications and for After Final communications. 
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Other inquiries can be directed to tke Teck Center 1700 telepkone numker at (571) 
272-1700. 

Furtkermore, information regarding tke status of an appkcation may ke obtained from 
the Patent Appkcation Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for puklisked 
applications may ke oktained from eitker Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for 
T D A ^PP^^'^^*^^^ t^^^^gl^ Private PAIR only. For more information akout 

p V'*^""' ''^ ^^^P--//P^''^-^i^^^t.uspto.goy. Skould you kave questions on access to tke 
Private PAIR system, contact tke Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). 



